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STANDING COMMITTEE ON UNIFORM LEGISLATION AND STATUTES REVIEW 
Eighty-eighth Report — “Succession to the Crown Bill 2014” — Tabling 

HON KATE DOUST (South Metropolitan — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [3.07 pm]: I am directed to 
present the eighty-eighth report of the Standing Committee on Uniform Legislation and Statutes Review in 
relation to the Succession to the Crown Bill 2014. 
[See paper 2455.] 
Hon KATE DOUST: The bill proposes to implement, locally, three reforms to the rules of royal succession as 
introduced by the United Kingdom’s Succession to the Crown Act 2013.The bill also contains a request that the 
Parliament of the commonwealth, pursuant to section 51(xxxviii) of the commonwealth Constitution, legislates 
to ensure these reforms become part of Australian law. The three reforms are as follows: removal of the rule of 
male preference over females in the line of succession; removal of the rule disqualifying a person from 
succeeding to the Crown due to their marriage to a Roman Catholic; and limiting the rule requiring the consent 
of the monarch for marriage to the first six people in the line of succession. 
Western Australia is the last jurisdiction in the Commonwealth of Nations to adopt the reforms made in the 
United Kingdom’s Succession to the Crown Act 2013. The committee has inquired into the bill and has 
considered issues of parliamentary sovereignty and lawmaking powers. While endorsing the bill as printed, the 
committee has recommended some amendments to the bill, and these are provided in statutory form. These 
amendments relate to the application of United Kingdom statutes concerning the demise of the Crown that may 
still apply to Western Australia, as identified by the Western Australian Law Reform Commission in 1994. 
The statutes in question relate, among other things, to the commissions of judges and members of Parliament, 
and even the continuation of the relevant parliamentary session. If adopted, the proposed amendments would 
implement the 1994 recommendations of the Law Reform Commission. The committee understands that 
Western Australia is the last Australian jurisdiction to deal with such matters. Implementing the Law Reform 
Commission’s recommendations in the way suggested in this report would ensure constitutional certainty 
through the process of succession as far as it affects Western Australia. 
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